DERBY  WRESTLING  CLUB
Dear Parents and Wrestlers,

WELCOME to the DERBY WRESTLING CLUB!  We are very excited about the upcoming season and another year of learning, conditioning, and, of course, WRESTLING.

REGISTRATION BEGINS OCTOBER 1ST FOR THE KANSAS SEASON.  FORMS CAN BE PICKED UP AT THE DRC, 801 E. MARKET IN DERBY.

Here is a bit of information to get things started, however, detailed information regarding your participation in the Derby Wrestling Club will be outlined at the PARENT MEETING on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH at the DRC starting at 7:00 pm.  Every parent MUST attend!  We will also be having a camp for new wrestlers on Sunday, November 9th from 12-3pm at the High School Wrestling Room.  We would encourage you to attend this camp to meet the coaches, meet other wrestlers, and learn a little about the sport of wrestling.
· There are 6 age brackets in which to compete:  6 & Under, 8 & Under, 10 & Under, 12 & Under, 14 & Under, and 16 & Under.  Within each age group there are various weights for competition.  There is also a NOVICE DIVISION for 1st and 2nd year wrestlers as well as an open division for more advanced wrestlers.

· Derby Wrestling will enter tournaments almost every weekend once the season begins.  Your child’s participation in these tournaments is entirely at your discretion.  They may participate in as many or as few as they choose and they may begin competing at anytime during the season that you decide they are ready.  The entry fees for each tournament range from $10 to $17 per wrestler.  We attend several local (Wichita and surrounding areas) and “out-of-town” tournaments.  Again, your level of participation in the tournament schedule is your choice.

· Annual Derby Wrestling Club fees are $65 per wrestler ($55 for each additional wrestler if more than one in a family).  These fees include the wrestler’s required Kansas Kids USA wrestling card and cover some administrative expenses incurred through the registration process.  There will also be awards given at the end of the season at our Annual Awards Banquet.  Each wrestler participating receives an award at this banquet.  All paper work must be filled out and fees paid before a wrestler will be allowed to participate in practice.  Please make all checks out to Derby Wrestling Club.
· The Tournament deposit is $50.00.  This a refundable deposit when you come and help work the two tournaments.  If you choose not to help, you will forfeit your deposit.  Our tournaments are our fund raisers, and we will not ask for you or your children to sell any items.  Your tournament deposit is due to Denise by December 1st.  If you have not paid your deposit, your child will not be entered into tournament.  We hope to return all deposits and have many willing bodies to help make our tournament, which is one of the largest in the state of Kansas, a success.

· Tournament singlets, as well as Club Jackets, will be furnished by the Derby Wrestling Club for those competing in tournaments.  There will be a $30 uniform deposit at the time the singlets and jackets are handed out.  The deposit will be refunded at the end of the year, if the complete uniform is returned in good condition.  It is very important to take care of these items as it is expensive to replace them.  We ask that all wrestlers wear shorts and t-shirts over their singlet when they are not actually wrestling to prevent snags and other damage to the singlet.  THE PARENT/GUARDIAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY SINGLET OR JACKET NOT RETURNED AT THE END OF THE SEASON AND WILL BE BILLED FOR AS SUCH.  The club does not provide wrestling shoes or headgear; however they can be purchased at most local athletic stores.  (A Board Member would be happy to help you locate shoes or head gear if needed.)  We do have many donated items such as shoes and headgear that you may use.  Those will be given on a first come first serve basis.
· Parents/families may be asked to volunteer in various capacities throughout the season-please be willing to help.  Your participation is what makes Derby Wrestling Club successful!  Please contact any Board Member if you are interested in helping at any time throughout the season, or if you have any ideas or suggestions to make YOUR club better.

· We will close our season with our ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET in April that will recognize every wrestler in the program with an individual award.

· The folkstyle Wrestling season and practices will begin on November 10 and conclude following the Kansas State Tournament.  Practices will be held at Derby High School and Derby Middle School on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  Specific times will be discussed at the Parents meeting, NOVEMBER 6TH.
Please contact Denise Gash, Club Director, at 806-6183 if you have any questions.
